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A sizeable share of COVID-19 deaths
has been in the long-term care sector

COVID-19 LTC deaths as a share of COVID-18 deaths
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Note: Data on cumulative deaths up to early February 2021. 1. Includes confirmed and suspected deaths. 2. Only
includes deaths occurring within LTC facilities. 3. Data come from regional governments using different
methodologies, some including suspected deaths. 4. Includes deaths in nursing homes and social LTC facilities.
Source: (Comas-Herrera et al., 2021), (ECDC, 2021), (OECD Questionnaire on COVID-19 in LTC).




Emergency preparedness in long-term
care was insufficient

Did/does your country have guidelines oninfection control in LTC?

Before COVID-19 Since COVID-19 Before COVID-20 Since COMD-20 Before COVID-21 Since COVID-21
Yes, at the national level Yes, at the sub-nationallocal level No

Source: OECD “COVID-19 in LTC: impact, policy responses and challenges”, 2021.




Lack of testing hampered contact tracing, but
countries took several measures

Mobile teams

11 countries set up
mobile teams to
facilitate testing in
the facilities

Training

In 13 countries, LTC

facilities received ?1
training for staff on

testing practices

 60% of OECD h

countries had
policies to improve

L testin
Funding & Other measures
In 10 countries, Germany financed the
governments Armed Forces to

provided extra

funding for testing -

Q perform testing,
lnl Greece provided free
rapid tests to LTC

facilities




PPE were scarce early on in the
/ pandemic

In a ranking from 1 (not an issue) to 5 (extremely challenging),
countries defined access to PPE as 3

% of LTC recipients at home that reported that LTC workers wore protective devices during Q3 2020
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Note: LTC recipients refer to those aged 65 years old receiving regularly home care who reported ADL or IADL
limitations in SHARE wave 7 (2017). Question is “Did the people who cared for you wear protective devices such as
masks or gloves?”.

Source: SHARE-COVID-19 wave 8 (data refer to June and August 2020).



Around March-April 2020, countries started to
apply policies to ensure the provision of PPE
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Most countries issued guidelines on the use of
PPE in LTC around March 2020, some even earlier

All surveyed countries have also stockpiled PPEs
in 2021

Most governments funded PPE




Community living facilitated viral spread and
Isolation measures evolved over time

Facility density and size

Visiting restrictions

Countries had to balance the
minimization of the risk of contagion
with the support of a dignified everyday
life inside the facilities




Care integration improved during the
pandemic

Coordination with Coordination with
primary care hospitals




Countries have also addressed the
// Issue of staff shortages

Public supportto LTC faciliies
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° Recruit unemployed or Recruit LTC students Apool of volunteersis — Train new LTC workers LTC facilties received
former LTC workers available anytime in case funding that they used
of emergency independenthy

Measures taken to boost LTC workforce
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A one-time bonus Other measures to improve A permanent wage Permanent addtional Permanent addtional
warking conditions increase compensation for overtime compensation for
travel/commute time

Source: OECD “COVID-19 in LTC: impact, policy responses and challenges”, 2021.



Staying in touch with the OECD

Thank you!

Paola.SILLITTI@oecd.org

Email us Eileen.ROCARD@oecd.org
Ana.LLENANOZAL@oecd.org

Follow us on Twitter @OECD social

Visit our website https://www.oecd.org/els/health-systems/long-term-
care.htm

- COVID-19 in LTC: impact, policy responses and challenges
Read our publication -
httns: //doi.org/10.1787/18152015

Further OECD work on LTC — check it out!

OECD Heaith Policy Studies

Who Cares? Attracting Health at a Glance 2021
and Retaining Care Workers OECD INDICATORS
for the Elderly
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