
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN FRENCH 
NURSING HOMES
3 OUT OF 4 NURSING HOMES HAD AT LEAST ONE CORONAVIRUS CASE 
AMONG THEIR RESIDENTS IN 2020
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- Specific monitoring survey developed by Sante Publique France for nursing homes from March 30th 

2020

- Survey works by « episode » 

- nursing homes start responding when they have one Covid case

- daily update of cases and deaths

- stop at the end of their last active Covid case (among residents or staff)

- The same facility can experience several episodes

- Some definitions to qualify the episodes :

- An unqualified episode corresponds to the presence of at least one resident possible or confirmed Covid-19 case

- An episode is said to be "severe" when at least a third and / or 30 residents are affected

- An episode is said to be "critical" when at least 10% and / or 10 residents affected by Covid-19 have died (in the 

hospital or in the nursing home).
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Two waves in 2020
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Two waves in 2020

The Covid-19 pandemic in French nursing homes

OSOL/Bureau Handicap et Dépendance

First wave Second wave Total

Covid cases 80 100 ( 13%) 144 400 (24%) 224 500 (38%) 

Covid deaths 14 700 (2.5%) 14 600 (2.5%) 29 300 (5%) 

Infected nursing homes 3 500 (47%) 4 020 (54%) 5 440 (72%) 

Twice infected nursing homes 3% 13% 34%

Nursing homes with severe episode 16 % 25% 38%

Nursing homes with critical episode
10 % 10% 20 %
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Difference between territorial affection :
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Infected nursing homes : first wave Infected nursing homes : second wave
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Determinants of nursing home infection – wave 2
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Infected nursing homes

Variable Proportion Marginal effects

Private-for-profit 59,8 ref.

Private-not-for-profit 53,6 -4.8 (***)

Public within hospital 51,1 -11.5 (***)

Public outside hospital 49,4 -7.2 (***)

Less than 50 beds 35,1 ref.

50-75 beds 49,4 13.1 (***)

75-100 beds 60,8 21.9 (***)

100-125 beds 62,1 26.7 (***)

125-150 beds 68,8 36.1 (***)

150+ beds 67,4 36 (***)

GMP < 700 49,7 0.5

GMP 700 - 780 54,4 ref.

GMP > 780 56,8 1.2

PMP < 200 51,0 1.1

PMP 200 - 250 54,9 ref.

PMP > 250 54,3 0.2

- Strong territorial effect

- Strong effect of the number of beds

- Private-for-profit vs public-within-hospital status

- No effect of residents average health status 

(PMP) nor care needs (GMP)
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Improvement in 2021 – no third wave in nursing homes
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2021

Further work on Covid 19 vaccination effects!

2020
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https://drees.solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/publications/etudes-et-resultats/en-2020-

trois-ehpad-sur-quatre-ont-eu-au-moins-un-resident-infecte


